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P r o t e s t  f i l e d  w i t h  GAO more t h a n  10 days 
a f t e r  protester  l e a r n s  o f  a d v e r s e  a g e n c y  
a c t i o n  is d i s m i s s e d  as  u n t i m e l y  and n o t  for 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i s s u e  
e x c e p t i o n  t o  o u r  t i m e l i n e s s  r u l e s  b e c a u s e  
t h e  i s s u e  ra ised,  w h e t h e r  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  b i d  
prices o n  t h e  b a s i s  of b i d d e r s '  w o r k s h e e t s  
s h o u l d  b e  p e r m i t t e d ,  h a s  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  
p r e v i o u s l y  . 
By l e t te r  of March 1, 1983, r e c e i v e d  by o u r  O f f i c e  on 

March 9 ,  A.C.E. G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t o r s ,  I n c .  protests  t h e  
award of a c o n t r a c t  fo r  d o c k  repa i rs  a t  E i e l s o n  A i r  F o r c e  
Base, A l a s k a ,  t o  t h e  l o w  b i d d e r ,  B a r r o n  C o n s t r u c t i o n .  
B a r r o n  was permitted to  i n c r e a s e  i ts  b i d  price pr ior  to 
award  a f t e r  a l l e g i n g  a m i s t a k e  i n  i ts  b i d ,  and  r e m a i n e d  
l o w  a f te r  t h e  permitted c o r r e c t i o n .  A.C.E. f i r s t  pro- 
tested t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  B a r r o n ' s  b i d  i n  a December 1, 
1 9 8 2  l e t t e r  to t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y ,  which  protest  t h e  
c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f icer  d e n i e d  b y  l e t t e r  d a t e d  December 17. 

A s  A.C.E. appears t o  r e c o g n i z e ,  where  a pro tes te r  
i n i t i a l l y  f i l e s  a protest  w i t h  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y ,  i n  
o r d e r  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t ime ly  u n d e r  o u r  Bid Protest  Pro- 
c e d u r e s ,  a n y  s u b s e q u e n t  p r o t e s t  t o  o u r  O f f i c e  m u s t  b e  
f i l e d  w i t h i n  10 work ing  days  f rom n o t i f i c a t i o n  of o r  
a c t u a l  or c o n s t r u c t i v e  knowledge  o f  t h e  a d v e r s e  a g e n c y  

. a c t i o n .  4 C.F.R. S 2 1 . 2 ( a )  ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  Because  t h e  a g e n c y  
l e t t e r  of December 1 7 ,  1982 d e n y i n g  A . C . E . ' s  protest  was 
p r e s u m a b l y  r e c e i v e d  w i t h i n  a few d a y s  a f t e r  d i s p a t c h ,  

' A.C.E . ' s  p r o t e s t  t o  o u r  O f f i c e ,  r e c e i v e d  o n  March 9 ,  1983 ,  
is c l ea r ly  u n t i m e l y .  

A.C.E. a r g u e s  t h a t  i t s  p r o t e s t  s h o u l d  n e v e r t h e l e s s  b e  
c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i s s u e  u n d e r  4 C . F . R .  s 2 1 . 1 ( c ) .  
W e  d o  n o t  a g r e e .  The  s i g n i f i c a n t  issue e x c e p t i o n  t o  our 

4 t i m e l i n e s s  r u l e s  is e x e r c i s e d  s p a r i n g l y  so t h a t  o u r  t i m e -  
l i n e s s  s t a n d a r d s  will n o t  become m e a n i n g l e s s .  Metal A r t ,  - I n c . ,  B-193038, B-192992,. F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  7g - i - cT8T. - -  
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Furthermore, previously considered issues are not "signifi- 
cant" within the meaning of 4 C . F . R .  S 21.2(c). John 
-I_-- Mondrick Plumbing b Heating, --- Inc., B-201675 .3 ,  Ju-31, 
1981, 81-2 CPE-73. We have frequently considered the 
correction of mistakes in bids based on bidders' worksheets 
in our previous decisions and the principles to be applied 
in those cases are well established. 
--- Carp. -- Reconsideration, _- B-202901.2, August 17, 1981, 81-2 
CPD 148. Consequently, A.C.E.'s untimely protest does not 
present a significant issue for  our consideration. 
__ Hondrick Plumbing & - Heating, Inc., supra. 

---- Domar Buckle Mfg. 

John 

The protest is dismissed. 
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Harry . Van Cleve 
Acting General Counsel 
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